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The West Paterson Soccer Association (WPSA) recently gave a $1,000 donation to the Interna-

tional Humanitarian Aid Foundation, which provides assistance to people in need worldwide.
Pictured are coaches and players presenting their check.




Soccer club donates to Haiti relief

BY TINA PAPPAS
Staff Writer

WOODLAND PARK — The bor-
ough's traveling soccer league took
the art of caring to a whole new
level when they set out to help
those from an earthquake-ravaged
nation.

“The West Paterson Soccer
Association (WPSA) raised mon-
ey for Haiti's earthquake relief by
elforts by selling wristbands,” said
Barbara Fitzgerald, WPSA re

trar. “For $5 pe:rwnsthand, wtgfh
reads WPSA for Haitl," we were
able to raise $1,000. Man;r of us
sold them to family, friends and
coworkers. Some of the kids from
the league helped to sell them as
well.” The group presented the
check to the International
Humanitarian Aid Poundation
(IHAF) after one of their games at
Memorial Field.

According to Fitzgerald, one of
the coaches in the league came up
with the idea to raise the mon
through selling wristbands. Coac
Emesto Zavala spearheaded the
effort to raise money for the dona-
tion, when he saw his workplace
did something similar for Haiti.

“They held a collection over at
my workplace recently and since
the WPSA is a decent sized league,
I thought we would have no prob-
lem raising the money,” said
Zavalla. “We purchased 200
bands from a company over the
Internet and we began selling
them to friends and family. One of
the parents from our league also
knows the president of the IHAF
so we were confident the funds

wotlld be used directly for Haiti
and that the money would be in
good hands.”

[HAF, an international human-
itarian relief organization, was
founded by Rev. Andrew Topp, of
the First Reformed Church in
Boonton, and friends in 2007.

The organization provides
asmstance ggarecﬂy to disadvan-
people throughout the world
gfowdmg care and compassion
ose threatened by natural dis-
aster, in need of surgery, homeless-
ness or neglect, according to its
Website. [HAF also worls in con-
junction with other humanitarian
izations. Topp is also
involved with the Gift of Life
Foundation Inc., and Rotary Inter-
national District 7490. ke

“Pastor Topyp recently brought a
e f gy cxplned vl

of surgery,” explained Zaval-

Ia. “He has also been instrumental

in helping to build homes to those
who have been displaced.”

“Homes for Haiti,” as part of
the THAF mission, designs new
homes for thousands of people left
homeless by the earthquake,
through the use of shipping con-
tainers that are converted with
windows, doors, and a thatched
roof for shade.

“The container homes are
earthquake proof, hurricane fm:]f
and are cool, comfortable, ong-
term, low maintenance humes,
said Topp. “They are excellent
alternatives for new homes. Our

goal is to acquire as many contain-
ers here in the US. as ible,
where there is a surplus of con contain-

ers. The price to purchase them

here is about $1,200 each.”

Once purchased, the containers
are offered to anyone who will be
shipping supplies to Haiti,

Ongee the supplies are unloaded
in Haiti, the container is then
delivered to sites where the organ-
ization can help local people tum
their containers into homes.

“We were very grateful to the
WPSA for the generous amount

donated,” added T |

it was a great aommpEshm%
the league was able to come up
with the amount by selling these
wristbands, Through their dona-
tion, we'll be able to purchase a
container, which will in tum help
a family in Haiti get into their own
home. The cuntamm are ﬁh

40 feet and are made of m ang
are an excellent source for a shel-
ter.”

He added that there are cur-
rently over 100,000 Haitians still
living in tents and makeshift shel-
ters.

According to Zavalla, the
WPSA still looks to work with the

1.

“We're hoping to send some of
our used sports equipment from
our league that is still in good con-
dition down to Haiti through the
IHAE"

For more information or on
how to help, visit www.IHAF.us,

The WPSA soccer program will
begin registering for the next sea-
son in early June.

For more information visit,
www.wpsoccer.org or call 973-
T42-9275.
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